SPED PAC Meeting with Diana Rigby for Jessica Murphy, CPS SPED Director

Minutes of November 20, 2006 Meeting

Attendees

Diana Rigby, Assistant Superintendent, CPS

Stefanie Cloutier, President, SPEDPAC

Liz Hopkinson, Vice President, SPEDPAC

Minutes

1. Reviewed and approved last month’s minutes.

2. Status of teacher notification re: qualifications – Diana will ask Kelly in HR to send those to us, for posting on the website.  

3. Timing of progress reports with regards to making changes to programs: parents should bring IEPs to their Nov. conference to talk about goals, and make sure child is making effective progress. Ask for concrete examples of student work to show progress towards goals; if not, this is time to make program changes.

4. Memo has been sent to teachers outlining the “draft IEP” process.

5. Language arts specialists are posting the first grade reading presentation on the district website that should assist parents in understanding how reading is taught. Once this is set up, they will send out a link, and post on PAC website as well. If there are additional questions after this, we can further pursue a reading presentation. 

6. Foreign language instruction for kids on IEPs: discussion around DLA taking place of foreign language instruction at CMS, and impact on HS and beyond. According to Art Dulong, currently offered at the HS is beginning Spanish, Chinese and Latin; beginning French is also offered if there is enough enrollment.

7. Discussed standardized testing accommodations for kids going to college. Guidance Dept. says this should be their role, while parents feel there is a disconnect with the process, and that Guidance doesn’t understand individual kids’ needs. Diana will talk to Guidance to get their viewpoint on this. 

8. Grant discussion around a program for transitioning from HS to life for students on IEPs after the age of 18. Possible partnership with other local programs, i.e. Minuteman Tech. Diana is looking into this. 

Action Items

· DR to speak with Guidance Dept. re: standardized testing accommodations.

· DR to have HR provide teacher qualifications to PAC for posting. 

· Spec. Ed. Parent Satisfaction Survey results for Pre-12 to be posted on PAC website; JM to provide.

· Reading info to be linked to website when ready.

Next meetings with JM are:

Jan., TBD

Submitted 11/20/06 by Stefanie Cloutier

